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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 11813 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: SREF, VM 

SUBJECT: FORTHCOMING BRITISH REPRESENTATION TO UNHCR GENEVA 

REF: STATE 217827 

1 . WE WERE INFORMED ON CONFIDENTIAL BASIS THAT HONG KONG 
GOVERNMENT THROUGH LONDON SUGGESTED BRITISH MISSION GENEVA 
APPROACH UNHCR AT SENIOR LEVEL AND MAKE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

(A) HONG KONG GOVERNMENT "EXTREMELY CONCERNED" AT RAPID INFLUX 
OF REFUGEES AND BELIEVES THAT ADDITIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE UNHCR 
SUPPORT IS NEEDED HERE TO ENSURE ACCOMMODATION AND PROCESSING 
PROBLEMS DO NOT BECOME UNMANAGEABLE; (B ) URGENT EFFORTS SHOULD 
BE MADE TO RESOLVE AND GET MOVING ON MACAU AS TRANSIT SITE 
FOR HONG KONG BOAT REFUGEES. 

2. LONDON AGREED TO THIS AND REQUESTED BRITISH MISSION TO 
MAKE APPROACH WHICH SHOULD TAKE PLACE BEGINNING THIS WEEK. 
SHOESMITH 
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